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North Surry FFA Holds Ribbon Cutting for New Agricultural Barn 

 

The sun was shining even though mother nature brought the rain on Friday, May 17, 2019, during the 

ribbon cutting ceremony at North Surry High School inside the new agricultural barn.  The new barn 

was the perfect setting for the ribbon cutting when the weather forecast indicated the event would need 

to be moved indoors.   

 

Thanks to a generous partnership that began a year ago with the Surry Farm Bureau Board and with the 

help of several generous business and individual donors, what was once an overgrown mound of trees 

and bushes is now the home of the outdoor learning space for agriculture students and the Future 

Farmers of America (FFA).    

 

Mr. Danny Hodges, President of the Surry Farm Bureau Board remarked, “Build it and they will learn.  

This is now a part of a field of dreams...a place where these students can learn and fulfill their dreams to 

learn about agriculture.  This is a great opportunity and I am glad Farm Bureau Surry is a part of it.” 

 

“Growing up in the Atkins family, farming was a way of life.  . . .Standing here today is a proud moment 

for me and this entire community.  Agriculture education will continue to not just survive but thrive at 

North Surry for generations to come,” commented Mr. Neil Atkins, Director of Secondary Education, 

the Surry Virtual Academy, and Career and Technical Education. 

 

The FFA president, Mr. Lance Mosley, and the Vice-President, Miss Regan Richardson, spoke about 

how excited they are to have the opportunity to learn not just from a book but through hands-on learning 

opportunities that they will experience in the barn.  Their Agriscience Teacher, Mr. Michael Culler 

shared, “Agriculture is Surry County’s number one industry.  It is great that Surry County Schools is 

able to offer agricultural education to students, from the interest that students still have in the field of 

agriculture.  Overall, I think the barn will be a great opportunity for students and the North Surry 

Agriculture Program.  I also think our FFA program is the best in the state.”   

 



Superintendent, Dr. Travis L. Reeves stated, “Many of you joined us a little over seven months ago on 

October 1st when we broke ground at this very location. In reflection, October 1st was a great day 

because we turned the dirt to indicate that we were creating the possibility of what would be happening 

today.  Today, we are seeing the fruition of the dream, the reality of what we envisioned then has come 

to life.  There has been a lot of hard work, effort, planning, labor, and construction.  It also took 

donations.  We still need donations to finish paying for the project but we were committed to making the 

dream a reality and students, look what happens when you set a goal, plan the work and work the plan. 

Dreams can come true.”   

 

“I think about how fortunate we are that our community and business partners are willing to come 

together and commit resources to support our school system because students, they believe in you and 

what you will contribute to the future of this county.  Not only were we making an investment in the 

physical structure of this barn but most importantly an investment in YOU and your future.  That is what 

today is all about.  It is about the ribbon cutting of the barn...yes, but it is really about YOU, the students 

and what this barn will mean for you and your learning opportunities.  This investment will take your 

learning from a textbook in a classroom with desks to the real world.  The applications are endless.  This 

is where learning can truly come alive,” Superintendent Reeves went on to say. 

 

After the ribbon cutting, guests were invited to take tours of the facility. 

 

In addition to recognition at the ribbon cutting, and on the program, donors are recognized on a visible 

donor sign on the front of the agricultural barn.  The North Surry FFA would like to extend a sincere 

thank you and appreciation to the following donors for committing resources to this project.  For more 

information on how you or your business or organization can become a donor, please contact Mr. 

Michael Culler or Principal Paige Badgett at 336-789-5055. 

 

★ Farm Bureau Surry, Legacy Sponsor 

★ Seal Brothers 

★ Southern States 

★ Central States Manufacturing 

★ Friendly Heating & Cooling 

★ Mount Airy Equipment, LLC 

★ Johnson Farm Operations 

★ Rogers Realty and Auction Company, Inc. 

★ Dr. Terri E. Mosley 

★ Workforce Unlimited, LLC 

★ Dairy Center 

★ Garanco 

★ Johnson Family Farms 

★ Mount Airy Tractor 

★ Walter Johnson 

 

 

 



 


